A message from Robert Brown, President, CA DVBE Alliance
The DVBE Alliance proudly serves California's service-disabled veteran business owners through outreach and education.  

With members from all regions of the State, the California DVBE Alliance is recognized as the one organization that truly represents the interest of all DVBE’s.

The Alliance provides information on becoming certified as service-disabled veterans business enterprise and how to seek out your fair share of the available state and federal contracts.  The California DVBE Alliance works for you by supporting state and federal legislation and reaching out to service-disabled veterans through special public outreach and education programs.

We are also partnering with corporate America and the DVBE community to help the State and federal government reach their DVBE Participation Goals which will ensure that a portion of their overall annual contract dollars are awarded to DVBE’s.  As a certified DVBE you are eligible to participate. 

Additionally we have entered into a Strategic Alliance with the Northern California Supplier Development Council.  Many DVBE are also minority businesses, so we have great synergy with Northern California Supplier Diversity Council (NCSDC).
Corporate Advisory Board
The Corporate Advisory Board provides the Alliance Board of Directors and the Alliance membership with a wealth of information and support concerning contracting and procurement opportunities for DVBEs.

Companies represented on the Alliance Corporate Advisory Board include: AT&T, Blue Shield,  Kaiser Permanente, Lockheed Martin,  Pacific Gas & Electric,  Sempra Energy, Southern California Edison, Southwest Gas, SureWest Communications, Cisco Systems, Genentech, Union Bank of  California, Verizon, CVS/Caremark RX, McKesson, Robert Half Intl, Sprint/Nextel, Amerit (a DVBE), Grainger, American Airlines, Hilton International, Pride Industries, Allergan, Apple, Wells Fargo, Metropolitan Water District and Heritage Global Solutions (DVBE).

“Keeping the Promise”
Our annual Keeping the Promise (KTP) symposium will be held this year at the Hyatt Irvine Hotel and Convention Center 15 and 16 April 2008. We expect over 1500 sponsors, exhibitors and disabled veteran business men and women who will participate in over 1200 business matchmaking sessions.
The KTP symposium is national in scope, reflecting the major new initiatives at the federal level to support service disabled veteran businesses. 
“Promises Unfulfilled”
In 2003 the Alliance published its white paper, "Promises Unfulfilled", which analyzed the 10 year history of the program and documented California's failure to meet the program's 3% goal for DVBE participation in state contracts. 
The “Promises Unfulfilled” resulted in issuance of an Executive Order redirecting state agencies to meet the 3% goal, a review of the DVBE program by California Bureau of State Audits and reassignment of program outreach responsibilities to the California Department of Veterans Affairs.

As a direct result of the California DVBE Alliance' White Paper and the state audit that resulted, legislation was quickly introduced to implement the audit's recommendations. 

DVBE Advisory Council 

The Alliance was instrumental in the appointment in 1998 of the DVBE Advisory Council within the California Department of General Services (DGS) and its transfer to the California Department of Veterans Affairs (CDVA) in 2000. 

The Council meets quarterly and provides a formal communication link between the DVBE community and California state government. 

Certified DVBE Search Capability

The CA DVBE Alliance’s website at http://www.cadvbe.org contains an advanced search function that can locate certified DVBEs by the use of keywords. This function has allowed agencies and businesses seeking DVBE partners to identify qualified Alliance members.
ABOUT THE California dvbe alliance

The California DVBE Alliance is a 501 (C) (3) public benefit corporation (EIN: 94-3211918) to assist disabled veterans in establishing and maintaining viable business enterprises, to protect their rights, and to eliminate prejudice and discrimination against them. 

The Alliance formed in 1994 following the establishment of the Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise (DVBE) program by the California legislature in 1989 which set a 3% goal for DVBE participation in state contracts for goods and services. It also required eligible DVBEs to obtain certification of their capabilities by the state's Department of General Services before they could participate in the program. 

Throughout its 14 year history, the Alliance's primary objectives have been to insure that California's Certified DVBEs, of which there are now 980, are informed on the DVBE program requirements and to open opportunities for DVBEs to do business with the state of California and other potential customers including cities, counties and districts which participate in the DVBE program. Further the Alliance works with our CAB members and other corporations to help them in building relationships with DVBE.
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